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Kiddush 3: 1
st

 March 2014 

 

Summary from previous week 

 

• Men and Women are equally obligated in reciting Kiddush, even though Kiddush is a 

 a time bound positive mitzvah. The reason is that God said Zachor – מצוה עשה שהזמן גרמא

and Shamor together – those who are obligated to keep the negative mitzvos (Shamor) 

are also obligated to keep the positive mitzvos (Zachor). 

• This means that technically women may recite Kiddush for men although the minhag is 

that they should only do it for family members out of tzniut. 

• According to rabbinic law, Kiddush should be recited over wine because wine gladdens 

the heart and the mitzvah of Kiddush will become a pleasure to perform.  

• Therefore if the challah is more appealing, one can make Kiddush over the challos. 

 

  קפג סימן - חיים אורח ע"שו

 :שלם כוס אחר לחזור צריך) ג(

Shulchan Aruch Orach Chaim 183:3 

3 One must (10) seek a (11) complete [unblemished] cup.   

  

  יא ק"ס קפג סימן ברורה משנה

 להקפיד יש] י[ ובנסדק[ מועט חסרון] ט[  אפילו בשפתו פגום ולא שבור הכוס גוף יהיה שלא - שלם) יא( 

 יכול ואפילו] יב[ ישלהקפיד כ"ג נשבר בסיסו רק שלם הכוס גוף אם וכן] כלל חסרון בלא אפילו] יא[ לכתחלה

 אין כ"ג לקבלה נעשו שלא אף כלים ובכיסוי. זה בכל] יד[ להקל יש אחר לו שאין לא אם] יג[ בסיסו על לעמוד

 ויש ראשו על הכובע ישים רק במצנפת יברך לא שמים חירא"הב בשם א"המ כתב]. ר"א[ אחר לו אין אם להקפיד

 כהיום נהגו וכן ברכה כוס אצל בגמרא הנאמר עיטוף בכלל הוא זה דכל העליון בבגד להתעטף כ"ג שנוהגין

  :כוס בלי ביחיד מברך כשהוא אפילו ראשיהן על הכובע זשמשימין"בהמ בעת בישראל

 
Mishnah Berurah 183:11 

(11) Complete. I.e., the body of the cup should not be broken or have a defective rim (even if 

only a tiny bit is missing from it). [If it is cracked, 2 one should avoid using it for the blessings 

initially, even if there is nothing whatsoever missing from the cup. Likewise, if the body of the 

cup is whole and only its base is broken, one should also avoid using it, even though it is capable 

of standing on its base. However, if one does not have another cup one may be lenient with 

respect to all these 3 faults . If one does not have anything else he can use , he need also not 

avoid using the lid of a utensil to hold the wine over which he says Grace , even though lids of 

utensils are not intended to hold anything . [Eliyah Rabbah]  The Magen Avraham writes in the 

name of the Bach that a person who fears Heaven should not say Grace after Meals while he is 

wearing only a yarmulke, but should first put a hat on his head. There are people who are also 

accustomed to put on their upper garment before they say Grace. This is because all this comes 

under the category of “wrapping oneself,” which is a requirement mentioned in the Gemara 

with reference to the making of the blessings over a cup. It is likewise the custom among Jews 

nowadays to put a hat on their heads, when they say Grace after Meals, even when they say 

Grace as individuals and do not say it over a cup.  



 

 
Shemiras Shabbos Kehilchaso 47:9

The cup of wine which is required in the performance of a mitzva must contain at least a 

quarter of a log (a revi'is). This measure was equal to the volume of an egg

including the shell. Recent halachic authorities vary in their estimates

 

There are those, including the members of the

ancient Jerusalem custom of using a cup containing 86

are stricter, in requiring a cup which

practice. Those who adopt the opinion of the Chazon Ish

which holds 150 cubic centimetres

Shemiras Shabbos Kehilchaso 47:9

At the Friday night Kiddush and at Havdalah after 

demanding of these requirements, since making 

essentially a Torah obligation. One should do the same at the Yom T

at Havdalah after Yom Tov. Although the obligations in this case are Rabbinic, they have 

been put on the same footing as

Kiddush, which is purely Rabbinical,

which contains only the least of the above quantities.

Kiddush cup, in order to cool the wine (but see Chapter 53, paragr

cubes cannot, however, be taken

were part of the wine in the cup, so long as they

Shemiras Shabbos Kehilchaso 47:

One should beautify the mitzva

use a disposable cup unless one has no

this, one should make Kiddush on the wine in the bottle.
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Shemiras Shabbos Kehilchaso 47:9 

The cup of wine which is required in the performance of a mitzva must contain at least a 

This measure was equal to the volume of an egg

Recent halachic authorities vary in their estimates 

There are those, including the members of the Sephardi communities, who follo

Jerusalem custom of using a cup containing 86 cubic centimetres of wine.

are stricter, in requiring a cup which holds 137 cubic centimetres, and this is a common

Those who adopt the opinion of the Chazon Ish are stricter stil

cubic centimetres. 

Shemiras Shabbos Kehilchaso 47:9 

Kiddush and at Havdalah after Shabbos, one ought to satisfy the most 

ing of these requirements, since making Kiddush and Havdalah at these times

One should do the same at the Yom To

Although the obligations in this case are Rabbinic, they have 

been put on the same footing as the corresponding Shabbos obligations.

, which is purely Rabbinical, one can rely on the general practice of using a cup

which contains only the least of the above quantities. One may put ice cubes into the 

to cool the wine (but see Chapter 53, paragraph 6).

cubes cannot, however, be taken into account to make up the required 

were part of the wine in the cup, so long as they have not yet melted.

Shemiras Shabbos Kehilchaso 47:11 

beautify the mitzvah by being particular to use a beautiful

use a disposable cup unless one has no other. In the event that one does not have even 

make Kiddush on the wine in the bottle. 

 ט:שמירת שבת כהלכתו מז 

The cup of wine which is required in the performance of a mitzva must contain at least a 

This measure was equal to the volume of an egg and a half, 

 of today's equivalent. 

Sephardi communities, who follow the 

cubic centimetres of wine. Others 

ds 137 cubic centimetres, and this is a common 

are stricter still and take a cup 

ught to satisfy the most 

and Havdalah at these times is 

ov evening Kiddush and 

Although the obligations in this case are Rabbinic, they have 

obligations. At the daytime 

one can rely on the general practice of using a cup 

One may put ice cubes into the 

aph 6). The volume of the 

into account to make up the required revi’is, as if they 

have not yet melted. 

  

 שמירת שבת כהלכתו מז:יא

beautiful cup. One should not 

In the event that one does not have even 



 

Shemiras Shabbos Kehilchaso 47:1

One should be particular to use a cup which is whole. That is to say, it should not be broken or 

chipped, however little, b) nor should it be cracked, whether at the rim or at

also should be unbroken. One may make Kiddush with a cup which is not altogether whole if one 

cannot obtain one which is, but the following cannot be used for making Kiddush, and indeed the 

Kiddush made with them is invalid: (i) a cup which has a hole in it, and does not contain

below the hole, and (ii) a glass cup which is cracked, and so would not hold hot liquid.
 

Iggros Moshe (Rabbi Moshe Feinstein, d. 1986) Orach Chaim 3:39

The matter is whether it is permitted to make Kiddush with a paper cup which is a vessel 

made to be used once. The truth of the matter that Tosefos bring in Brachos 50a 

and also in Shabbos 76a regarding the things that a cup needs to be a cup of blessing. One 

of the stipulations is that the cup is in and of itself a complete 

Aruch rules accordingly in Siman 183 Seif 3 and the Magen Avraham in seif koton 5 that 

even if the base is broken it is also unfit to use for the body of the cup must be complete.

 

A cup for Kiddush requires all of the laws of a cup for 

Therefore it is necessary to use a beautiful cup that is specifically appropriate f

and Kiddush. I can see that a disposable paper cup is more inferior for it has no specific 

importance as it is certainly not appropriate for Bentching or Kiddush. However, if one has 

no other cup, there is perhaps room to be lenient.
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Shemiras Shabbos Kehilchaso 47:12 

One should be particular to use a cup which is whole. That is to say, it should not be broken or 

chipped, however little, b) nor should it be cracked, whether at the rim or at

One may make Kiddush with a cup which is not altogether whole if one 

cannot obtain one which is, but the following cannot be used for making Kiddush, and indeed the 

Kiddush made with them is invalid: (i) a cup which has a hole in it, and does not contain

below the hole, and (ii) a glass cup which is cracked, and so would not hold hot liquid.

  אגרות משה או״ח ג סימן לט

Iggros Moshe (Rabbi Moshe Feinstein, d. 1986) Orach Chaim 3:39 

The matter is whether it is permitted to make Kiddush with a paper cup which is a vessel 

made to be used once. The truth of the matter that Tosefos bring in Brachos 50a 

a regarding the things that a cup needs to be a cup of blessing. One 

of the stipulations is that the cup is in and of itself a complete kli 

Aruch rules accordingly in Siman 183 Seif 3 and the Magen Avraham in seif koton 5 that 

f the base is broken it is also unfit to use for the body of the cup must be complete.

A cup for Kiddush requires all of the laws of a cup for Bentching 

it is necessary to use a beautiful cup that is specifically appropriate f

and Kiddush. I can see that a disposable paper cup is more inferior for it has no specific 

importance as it is certainly not appropriate for Bentching or Kiddush. However, if one has 

no other cup, there is perhaps room to be lenient. 

  בי:שמירת שבת כהלכתו מז

One should be particular to use a cup which is whole. That is to say, it should not be broken or 

chipped, however little, b) nor should it be cracked, whether at the rim or at the side, and its base 

One may make Kiddush with a cup which is not altogether whole if one 

cannot obtain one which is, but the following cannot be used for making Kiddush, and indeed the 

Kiddush made with them is invalid: (i) a cup which has a hole in it, and does not contain a revi'is 

below the hole, and (ii) a glass cup which is cracked, and so would not hold hot liquid. 

אגרות משה או״ח ג סימן לט

 

The matter is whether it is permitted to make Kiddush with a paper cup which is a vessel 

made to be used once. The truth of the matter that Tosefos bring in Brachos 50a ד״ה מודים) 

a regarding the things that a cup needs to be a cup of blessing. One 

kli (vessel). The Shulchan 

Aruch rules accordingly in Siman 183 Seif 3 and the Magen Avraham in seif koton 5 that 

f the base is broken it is also unfit to use for the body of the cup must be complete. 

Bentching brought in 271:10. 

it is necessary to use a beautiful cup that is specifically appropriate for Bentching 

and Kiddush. I can see that a disposable paper cup is more inferior for it has no specific 

importance as it is certainly not appropriate for Bentching or Kiddush. However, if one has 


