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ONE:80 – A Three Minute Thought on Pirkei Avos 
Part 1: כל ישראל 

 
 משנה א י פרק סנהדרין מסכת משנה

ֵאל כָּל רָּ ֶהם יֵׁש יִשְׂ ם ֵחֶלק לָּ עֹולָּ א לָּ ַעֵמְך ֶׁשנֱֶאַמר, ַהבָּ ם וְׂ לָּ ם ַצִדיִקים כֻּ עֹולָּ ׁשּו לְׂ ַעי נֵֶצר ָאֶרץ יִירְׂ  יַָּדי ַמֲעֵשה ַמטָּ

ֵאר פָּ ִהתְׂ  :לְׂ
Mishnah Sanhedrin 10:1 
All of Israel have a portion in the World to Come, as it says (Isaiah 60:21) “And your 
people, all of them righteous, shall inherit the land forever, a shoot of My planting, the 
work of My hands in which I will be glorified.” 
 
Why do we precede every chapter of Pirkei Avos with the first part of the Mishnah in 
Sanhedrin? 
 
The Gemara (Bava Kamma 30a) cites an opinion that anyone who wishes to become 
righteous should study Pirkei Avos. 
 
Rabbi Tzvi Hirsch Ferber (d. 1966) notes that if Pirkei Avos is designed to encourage a 
person to grow by warning him about the dangers and pitfalls of sin and bad character 
traits, surely noting the fact that every Jew has a portion in the World to Come would 
undermine that goal. If I know for sure that I have a portion in the World to Come, why 
should I improve my character traits or perform more mitzvot?  
 
He cites a parable of a wealthy king who left an equal portion to his children. Yet some of 
them lost their inheritance through their evil acts and were left empty handed. So too each 
one of us is given an equal portion in the World to Come. Nevertheless, we have the 
capacity to lose it through our misdeeds and negative choices. Therefore, we must learn 
this section of Mishnayos to train ourselves in the path of righteousness and good. 
 
Rabbi Yitzchak Magriso (18th century Turkey) explains the idea behind reading this mishnah from 
Sanhedrin is to remind us of the purpose of learning Pirkei Avos. The Megillah Koheles 
(Ecclesiastes) says בָּר סֹוף ֹּל דָּ ע ַהכ מָּ א הֱָּאֹלִהים ֶאת נִשְׁ יו וְֶׁאת יְׁרָּ מֹור ִמצְֹׁותָּ ם כָּל זֶה ִכי שְׁ הָָּאדָּ  – The end of the 
matter, everything having been heard, fear God and keep His commandments, for this is the 
entire man (koheles 12:13). Man is obligated to perform mitzvot and improve his character traits.  
 
The connection between this Mishnah (from Sanhedrin) which discusses the world to come 
and Pirkei Avos is elucidated by Rabbi Chaim Volozhin (d. 1821) in Sefer Ruach Chaim, his 
commentary to Pirkei Avos. He explains that when a person performs a mitzvah, he leaves 
an impression in the higher spiritual spheres which builds his olam habah – World to Come. 
It is also the best way to counteract the negative effects of sin. With this in mind, let us 
begin to plumb the depths of one of the most fascinating tractates of Mishnah and, b’ezras 
Hashem, slowly work to build our own avodah, םלכבוד שם שמי . Amen. 


