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ע  ( ו) ן יְהֹושֻׁ ְחיָה בֶּ אי ְפר  ִלי ְונִת  הֶּם ִקְבלּו ָהַאְרבֵּ ע  , מֵּ ן יְהֹושֻׁ ְחיָה בֶּ ר ְפר  ה אֹומֵּ ב ְלָך ֲעשֵּ ת ָדן וֱֶּהוֵּי ָחבֵּר ְלָך ּוְקנֵּה ר   ָכל אֶּ

 :זְכּות ְלכ ף ָהָאָדם
 
6. Yehoshua the son of Perachia and Nitai the Arbelite received from them. Yehoshua the 
son of Perachia would say: Assume for yourself a master, acquire for yourself a friend, and 
judge every man to the side of merit. 
 

 
 

The Gemara (Kiddushin 76a) records the period in which Yehoshua ben Perachia lived. He 
was active during the time of King Yannai (Alexander Jannaeus) who was the Hasmonean 
ruler of Judaea between 103 and 76 BCE. After Yochanan, the high priest, defected to the 
Sadducees Yannai executed a reign of terror against the sages. Yehoshua Ben Perachia fled 
to Egypt and returned to Israel under the protection of the king’s wife, Queen Salome 
Alexandra (Shlomtzion HaMalka) who was the sister of his student Shimon ben Shetach. 
 
ASSUME FOR YOURSELF A MASTER – The Rambam (d. 1204) explains that this refers both to 
finding a teacher or simply a study partner. It is impossible to learn Torah without someone 
else with which to exchange ideas. This is even true if the other person knows less Torah. 
The point is that everyone needs a competent mentor from which Torah can be accurately 
transmitted. 
 
ACQUIRE FOR YOURSELF A FRIEND – The Gemara (Taanis 23a) highlights the importance of 
friendship: ‘Either friendship or death’. A good friend is the catalyst for Torah study but also 
offers constructive criticism when necessary and can help develop a person’s mitzvah 
observance. In addition, they provide the right counsel and advice without being 
judgemental.  
 
AND JUDGE EVERY MAN TO THE SIDE OF MERIT – When we see someone acting in an inappropriate 
way, we are obligated to look for the mitigating circumstances which will help to explain 
their behaviour.  
 
It is noteworthy that these three dictums apply to three relationships: between man and 
God, man and his fellow man and man and himself. 
 
Finding expert guidance in areas of Jewish law strengthens a person’s connection with God. 
Acquiring a friend helps to develop relationships with other people. Judging others 
favourably helps to remind us that we will naturally look for mitigating circumstances when 
we sin. A person who judges themselves harshly will not be able to judge others favourably.   


