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ONE:80 – A Three Minute Thought on Pirkei Avos 
Part 12: Perek 1 – Mishnah 7 

 
אי( ז) ִלי נִתַּ ר ָהַאְרבֵּ ק אֹומֵּ ְרחֵּ ן הַּ בֵּר ְוַאל ָרע ִמָשכֵּ ש ְוַאל ָלָרָשע ִתְתחַּ ּפּוְרָענּות ִמן ִתְתיָאֵּ  :הַּ

 
7. Nitai HaArbeili would say: Distance yourself from a bad neighbour, do not associate with 
a wicked person, and do not abandon belief in retribution. 
 

 
 

DISTANCE YOURSELF FROM A BAD NEIGHBOUR – The Mishna teaches לשכנו אוי לרשע אוי  – woe to the 
evildoer, woe to his neighbour (Negaim 12:6). The Mishnah means that we are influenced 
by those around us; if we surround ourselves with people of good character traits, we will 
be positively affected by them, but the opposite is also true. 
 
Rabbi Yisrael Lipschitz (d. 1860) explains the mishnah in a more practical sense. One should 
keep his distance from a neighbour who exhibits bad character traits for he is bound to 
harm those around him (Tiferes Yisrael).  
 
DO NOT ASSOCIATE WITH A WICKED PERSON – Any connection to wicked people with leave an 
impression. The Gemara (Brachos 63a) asks why the Torah connected the passage about 
the Sotah, a wife who had been seen secluded with another man and the passage about the 
Nazir, a person who takes a vow not to imbibe or derive any benefit from wine. The 
Gemara explains היין מן עצמו יזיר בקלקולה סוטה הרואה שכל לך לומר  – it is to teach you that 
someone who sees a Sotah in her time of destruction (ie. the time after she drinks the 
sotah waters and dies due to her infidelity) should guard himself from drinking wine.  
 
One would have thought that seeing the results of this grave sin should be enough to make 
a person distance themselves from it. Yet the danger is that knowing that a woman could 
do that would desensitise a person to the sin. Therefore, he must take extra care in that 
particular area and avoid wine which can lead to licentiousness.  
 
AND DO NOT ABANDON BELIEF IN RETRIBUTION – When we see people who sin and are yet 
successful in this world, we might believe that there is no such thing as Divine punishment. 
The Rambam (d. 1204) notes that Divine punishment can be carried out in this world too.  
 
Rabbi Shmuel di Ozida (16th Century) offers an alternative explanation. If a person 
succumbed to his evil inclination and sinned, he should not preoccupy himself with the 
punishments that may await him. Despair will only make matters worse. He should focus 
instead on proper teshuvah and hope that he will grow from the experience. 
 
 
 


