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ONE:80 – A Three Minute Thought on Pirkei Avos 
Part 2: Perek 1 – Mishnah 1 

 
ה( א) ל משֶׁ ע   ּוְמָסָרּה ִמִסינַי ּתֹוָרה ִקבֵּ ע   ִליהֹושֻׁ ְגדֹוָלה ְכנֶֶסת ְלַאנְֵשי ְמָסרּוהָ  ּונְִביִאים ִלנְִביִאים ּוזְֵקנִים ִלזְֵקנִים ִויהֹושֻׁ , ה 

ִדין ְמתּונִים ֱהוּו ְדָבִרים ְשֹלָשה ָאְמרּו ֵהם ֲעִמידּו ב  ְלִמיִדים ְוה  ְרֵבה ת  ּתֹוָרה ְסיָג ו ֲעׂשּו ה   :ל 
 
1 Moses received the Torah from Sinai and passed it over to Joshua. Joshua passed it over 
to the Elders, the Elders to the Prophets, and the Prophets passed it over to the Men of the 
Great Assembly. They [the Men of the Great Assembly] would say these three things: Be 
cautious in judgement. Establish many pupils. And make a safety fence around the Torah. 
 

 
 

The obvious question to ask about this statement is that Moses received the Torah from 
God, not Sinai. Sinai was merely the name of the mountain on which the Torah was given. 
The Maharal (d. 1609) explains that the Mishnah teaches us that Moses received the Torah 
from God in a specific place which was critical to the nature of that transmission and that it 
was premeditated by God. 
 
In addition, if the Mishnah had stated ‘Moses received the Torah from G-d...’ one could 
have mistakenly thought that God's ability to transmit the Torah was related to Moses’ 
ability to receive it, in the same way that a teacher’s ability to transmit a lesson is related to 
the student’s readiness and ability to grasp it. God was not limited in his ability to teach 
Torah.  
 
The process did not require Moses or anyone else to enable Him to teach His Torah. 
Provided that we become worthy students, it is God who enlightens all of us with Torah on 
an ongoing basis. This is what it means when we say ְבתֹורָ  ֵעינֵינּו ְוָהֵאר , enlighten our eyes to 
Your Torah. If the Mishnah had written that Moses received the Torah from God one could 
have thought that Moses and only Moses could be the recipient. 
 
Another question raised is why the Mishnah stated that the Torah was received מסיני, from 
Sinai and not בסיני, on Sinai. Rabbi Yitzchak Magriso (18th century Turkey) explains that it 
hints to the miraculous nature of the process by which God transmitted the Torah to 
Moses. The prefix מ, meaning from has the numerical value of 40 which hints to the 40 days 
and nights that Moses was on Mount Sinai receiving the Torah (Meam Loez).  
 
Rabbi Shlomo Ephraim Luntschitz (d. 1619) also explains that God chose Sinai as it was the 
lowliest of all the mountains. So too, Moses was the most humble of all men (Numbers 
12:3) which is why he merited to be the conduit between God and the Jewish people. So 
too, one can only acquire Torah with humility and modesty. One has to empty his own 
vessel in order to allow Torah to fill it (Ololos Ephraim). 
 


