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ONE:80 – A Three Minute Thought on Pirkei Avos 
Part 3: Perek 1 – Mishnah 1 

 
ה( א) ע   ּוְמָסָרּה ִמִסינַי ּתֹוָרה ִקבֵּל משֶׁ ע   ִליהֹושֻׁ  ְכנֶֶסת ְלַאנְֵשי ְמָסרּוהָ  ּונְִביִאים ִלנְִביִאים ּוזְֵקנִים ִלזְֵקִנים ִויהֹושֻׁ

ְגדֹוָלה ה ַתְלִמיִדים ְוַהֲעִמידּו ַבִדין ְמתּונִים ֱהוּו ְדָבִרים ְשֹלָשה ָאְמרּו הֵּם, ה   :ַלּתֹוָרה ְסיָג ַוֲעׂשּו ַהְרבֵּ
 
1 Moses received the Torah from Sinai and passed it over to Joshua. Joshua [passed it over] 
to the Elders, the Elders to the Prophets, and the Prophets passed it over to the Men of the 
Great Assembly. They [the Men of the Great Assembly] would say these three things: Be 
cautious in judgement. Establish many pupils. And make a safety fence around the Torah. 
 

 
 

The verb used to describe the transmission of Torah from God to Moses was לקבל – to 
receive. Why is the verb changed to למסור – to transmit, when referring to the passing of 
Torah from Moses to Joshua?  
 
The verb לקבל used with the transmission of the Torah between God and Moses indicates 
the language of acquisition. Moses acquired the Torah from God on behalf of the Jewish 
people (Meam Loez).  
 
It also implies that the transmission from God was perfect but the quality of what was 
received, was entirely dependent on Moses. The Gemara explains that the prophecy that 
Moses was able to experience was different to all other prophets. He was the only prophet 
who prophesised with an aspaklaria hameira – a clear lens, a flawless perception of what 
God was telling him. All other prophets had an aspaklaria she'aina meira – an unclear lens. 
Their prophecies were coloured by their own perception (Yevamos 49b). For the Torah to 
be received it must not be filtered.  
 
When Moses had to pass the Torah on to Joshua, the process was one of mesira – handing 
over. Joshua in turn, could pass it on to the Elders who in turn passed it on to the Prophets. 
That is why the Mishnah does not repeat the verb at this stage:  ַע נִים ִויהֹושֻׁ נִים ִלזְקֵּ ִלנְִביִאים ּוזְקֵּ  - 
Joshua to the Elders, the Elders to the Prophets. 
 
Yet by the time we reach the י ת ַאנְשֵּ ַהְגדֹוָלה ְכנֶׁסֶׁ , the Men of the Great Assembly it is the 
period of the Second Temple and the quality of transmission has been compromised. The 
shechina has departed from the Temple and the Jewish people have experienced exile. 
Machlokes – disagreement in areas of Jewish law has begun and the people are becoming 
fractured. The process of mesira has to be strengthened at this point (Derech Chaim).  
 
The Men of the Great Assembly included prophets such as Ezra, Mordechai, Chaggai, 
Zechariah and Malachi. They are credited with renewing the Torah study and Torah 
observance amongst the people at the time. 


