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ְמעֹון( ב) יק שִׁ ְשיֵָרי ָהיָה ַהַצדִׁ ים ְשֹלָשה ַעל אֹוֵמר ָהיָה הּוא, ַהְגדֹוָלה ְכנֶֶסת מִׁ  ְוַעל ַהּתֹוָרה ַעל עֹוֵמד ָהעֹוָלם ְדָברִׁ

ילּות ְוַעל ָהֲעבֹוָדה ים ְגמִׁ  :ֲחָסדִׁ
 
2 Shimon the Righteous was among the last surviving members of the Great assembly. He 
would say: The world stands on three things: Torah, the service of God, and acts of 
kindness. 
 

 
 

Shimon HaTzaddik was part of the Men of the Great assembly at the time when it began to 
fragment. After it ended he continued as a teacher carrying on spreading the light of Torah 
to the Jewish people. His statement is one of the timeless ideas that has inspired 
generations of Jews.  
 
THE WORLD STANDS ON THREE THINGS: Rabbi Yisrael Lipschitz (d. 1860) explains the language used 
by the Mishnah that the ‘world stands’ on the following three things. Through active 
engagement in these three things, Torah, the service of God and acts of kindness, each one 
of us can build our own Olam Katan – microcosm of the world, both in Olam HaZeh, this 
physical world and in Olam HaBah, the world to come. He also notes that these three 
concepts describe three aspects of human relationship; Torah describes the relationship 
between man and himself, the service of God between man and God and acts of kindness 
strengthen the relationship between man and his fellow man (Tiferes Yisrael).  
 
TORAH, THE SERVICE OF GOD AND ACTS OF KINDNESS: The Zohar relates these three acts to our three 
forefathers. Torah is Jacob who is described as an ם ִאיׁש ב תָּ ִלים יֹׁשֵׁ אֹהָּ  – a pure man who dwelled 
in tents. Rashi (d. 1105) explains that this means he studied in the ‘tents’ of Torah learning with 
Shem and Ever (Genesis 25:27 and Rashi there). The service of God relates to Isaac who agreed 
to be taken by his father Abraham to be offered up to God (Genesis 22). Acts of kindness refers 
to Abraham who was renowned for welcoming guests into his tent (Genesis 18:2). 
 
In another sense, Torah refers to the fact that the Gemara explains that had the Torah not 
been given, the world would have ceased to be (Shabbos 88a). The Zohar explains that Torah is 
not merely stories and laws, but the blueprint of creation. The service of God refers primarily 
to the offerings brought in the Temple. Even though we no longer have a Temple to bring our 
sacrifices, our prayers are just as effective, if not more so (Psalms 51:18). When we open our 
hearts to God, we acknowledge that He is the source for all of the blessing we receive. 
Abraham himself writes that “the world will be built through acts of kindness” (Psalms 89:3 
and see Gemara Bava Basra 15a which explains that Eisan HaEzrachi is Abraham). 


