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ONE:80 – A Three Minute Thought on Pirkei Avos 
Part 6: Perek 1 – Mishnah 3 

 
ל סֹוכֹו ִאיׁש ַאנְִטיְגנֹוס( ג) ְהיּו ַאל אֹוֵמר ָהיָה הּוא, ַהַצִדיק ִמִשְמעֹון ִקבֵּ ים תִּ ֲעָבדִּ ין כַּ ְמשִּ ְמשַּ ב ֶאת הַּ ֵבל ְמנָת עַּל ָהרַּ  ְלקַּ

ים ֱהוּו ֶאָלא ְפָרס ֲעָבדִּ ים כַּ ְמשִּ ְמשַּ ב ֶאת הַּ ֵבל ְמנָת עַּל ֶשֹּלא ָהרַּ י ְפָרס ְלקַּ יִּם מֹוָרא וִּיהִּ  :ֲעֵליֶכם ָשמַּ
 

Antigonos of Socho received the tradition from Shimon HaTzaddik. He would say: Do not be 
as servants, who serve their master for the sake of reward. Rather, be as servants who serve 
their master not for the sake of reward. And the fear of Heaven should be upon you. 
 

 
 

 
ANTIGONOS OF SOCHO The Mishnah states that Antigonos of Socho received the tradition from 
Shimon HaTzaddik. Firstly, he is described as יגְנֹוס יש ַאנְטִּ  Antigonos ish Socho, literally -  סֹוכֹו אִּ
meaning Antigonos the man of Socho. Rabbi Yom Tov Lipmann Heller (d. 1654) explains 
that the title ish means a leader (Tosafos Yom Tov). This implies that he would have had the 
responsibility to teach and encourage Torah observance. 
 
RECEIVED THE TRADITION FROM SHIMON HATZADDIK In the first Mishnah, the use of the verb לקבל 
meaning to receive, was restricted to the relationship between Moses and God. Why 
should this verb be used again in the chain of transmission between Shimon HaTzaddik and 
Antigonos Ish Socho? 
 
Shimon HaTzaddik was the last remaining teacher from the Men of the Great assembly who 
had had the responsibility of strengthening Torah learning and mitzvah observance to the 
Jewish people. This was at a time when there had been in a disintegration of Jewish 
observance and scholarship.  
 
The Maharal (d. 1609) explains that the Mishnah uses the verb לקבל – to receive, rather 
than the verb למסור – to pass on, to indicate the reduced level of scholarship at the time this 
transfer of tradition took place. Antigonos represented the first generation after the Men of 
the Great Assembly. Absorbing and putting in to practice the laws and traditions of the 
previous generation was very hard. This is why the Mishnah talks about what Antigonos Ish 
Socho received, rather than what was passed on to him (Derech Chaim). 
 
 
 


