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ONE:80 – A Three Minute Thought on Pirkei Avos 
Part 7: Perek 1 – Mishnah 3 

 
ְהיּו ַאל אֹוֵמר ָהיָה הּוא, ַהַצִדיק ִמִשְמעֹון ִקבֵּל סֹוכֹו ִאיׁש ַאנְִטיגְנֹוס( ג) ים תִּ ֲעָבדִּ ין כַּ ְמשִּ ב ֶאת הְַּמשַּ ל ָהרַּ ֵבל ְמנָת עַּ  ְלקַּ

ֲעָבדִּ  ֱהוּו ֶאָלא ְפָרס ים יםכַּ ְמשִּ ְמשַּ ב ֶאת הַּ ל ֶשֹּלא ָהרַּ ֵבל ְמנָת עַּ י ְפָרס ְלקַּ יִּם מֹוָרא וִּיהִּ  :ֲעֵליֶכם ָשמַּ
 

Antigonos of Socho received the tradition from Shimon HaTzaddik. He would say: Do not be 
as servants, who serve their master for the sake of reward. Rather, be as servants who 
serve their master not for the sake of reward. And the fear of Heaven should be upon you. 
 

 
 

HE WOULD SAY: DO NOT BE AS SERVANTS, WHO SERVE THEIR MASTER FOR THE SAKE OF REWARD: What sort of 
servant works for a master without any sort of reward or payment? Furthermore, the Torah 
is teaches us to perform mitzvot for our own sakes (Deuteronomy 10:13). Similarly, the 
Gemara allows us to pledge tzedakah on condition that God will heal someone. 
 
The Maharal (d. 1609) points out that someone who serves God for the sake of a reward is 
not truly committed to serving God, but rather serving himself. When serving a human 
master it is legitimate to work for the sake of a reward because the servant is not created 
for the service of his master. Mankind was however, created for the purpose of serving God 
and so man’s service of God should not be motivated for man’s personal gain, but rather 
only out of his duty to God. 
 
RATHER, BE AS SERVANTS WHO SERVE THEIR MASTER NOT FOR THE SAKE OF REWARD: Our ultimate goal is to 
serve God out of love. Even though someone who performs a mitzvah for the purpose of 
receiving a reward is still doing God’s will, we should aim to serve Him regardless of any 
potential benefits. The service of God for no reason other than to serve God is the most 
superior type of service as there are no ulterior motives; it is purely out of the love of God.  
 
The reason that the Torah often tells us the benefits of performing mitzvot, is not to 
encourage us to seek the good but rather to explain the simple consequences of our 
actions.  
 
AND THE FEAR OF HEAVEN SHOULD BE UPON YOU: Now that the Tanna (author of the Mishnah) has 
taught us about the love we should have for God, he continues and reminds us about the 
awe and fear we must have for Him too. The natural consequence of a loving relationship is 
familiarity and bond. Yet the danger is that these feelings develop into such familiarity, that 
they allow contempt and disrespect to germinate, neutralising any feelings of awe. 
 
The Tanna therefore warns us not to feel too familiar to God; He is still the Melech Malchei 
HaMelachaim -  the King of kings.   


