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ONE:80 – A Three Minute Thought on Pirkei Avos 
Part 8: Perek 1 – Mishnah 4 

 
ן יֹוֵסי( ד) זֶּר בֶּ ן ְויֹוֵסי ְצֵרָדה ִאיׁש יֹועֶּ ן יֹוֵסי ,ֵמהֶּם ִקְבלּו יְרּוָׁשַליִם ִאיׁש יֹוָחנָן בֶּ זֶּר בֶּ  ֵבית ֵביְתָך יְִהי אֹוֵמר ְצֵרָדה ִאיׁש יֹועֶּ

ה וֱֶּהֵוי ַרגְֵליהֶּם ַבֲעַפר ִמְתַאֵבק וֱֶּהֵוי ַלֲחָכִמים ַוַעד ת ַבָצָמא ׁשֹותֶּ  :ִדְבֵריהֶּם אֶּ
 
Yossi the son of Yoezer of Tzreidah, and Yossi the son of Yochanan of Jerusalem, received 
the tradition from them. Yossi the son of Yoezer of Tzreidah would say: Let your home be a 
meeting place for the wise; dust yourself in the dust of their feet, and drink thirstily of their 
words. 
 

 
 

 After the death of Antigonos, the Jewish people entered the age of the זֻגֹות – zugos, or 
pairs. Previously, one individual sage would have led the Jewish people. For the next several 
generations, pairs of sages took on that responsibility. Generally, one would serve as the 
nasi – leader and the other would serve as the Av Beis Din – the head of the court. 
 
Yossi ben Yoezer was the Nasi and Yossi ben Yochanan was the Av Beis Din. They received 
the tradition from Shimon HaTzadik and Antigonos Ish Socho (see previous mishnah). The 
statements made by Yossi ben Yoezer expand on the previous idea of Torah being one of 
the things on which the world stands. 
 
LET YOUR HOME BE A MEETING PLACE FOR THE WISE – The idea of this statement is that we are 
affected by those whom we associate. If our home is a place where Torah scholars and wise 
people meet, we will affected by their presence. The classic parable given is that someone 
who enters a perfumery will come out smelling sweet. Merely by being in the presence of 
great people, one is affected in a positive way. In addition, it gives an opportunity to learn 
from their actions.  
 
DUST YOURSELF IN THE DUST OF THEIR FEET – If you follow in someone’s footsteps, you will become 
dusty from the dust they kick up. Similarly, someone who follows in the actions of a great 
sage, will be inspired by the effects of their actions symbolised by the ‘dust’ they kick up. 
 
AND DRINK THIRSTILY OF THEIR WORDS – One must try to thirst after the words of Torah. Rabbi 
Yitzchak Hutner (known as the Pachad Yitzchak, d. 1980) explained the significance of 
water. When one drinks any beverage, it is obligatory to make a bracha (blessing) of 
shehakol nihiyeh bidvaroh. Water is an exception to this rule. One must only make the 
bracha if one is actually thirsty for it because one only derives pleasure from water if he is 
thirsty. Similarly, it is only possible to derive the true benefit from Torah is one thirsts after 
it. 
 


