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ONE:80 – A Three Minute Thought on Pirkei Avos 
Part 9: Perek 1 – Mishnah 5 

 
 
ן יֹוֵסי( ה)  ָך ְבנֵי ֲענִיִים ְויְִהיּו, ָלְרָוָחה ָפתּוחַ  ֵביְתָך יְִהי, אֹוֵמר יְרּוָׁשַליִם ִאיׁש יֹוָחנָן בֶּ , ָהִאָשה ִעם ִשיָחה ַתְרבֶּה ְוַאל, ֵביתֶּ

ר ַקל ָאְמרּו ְבִאְׁשתֹו ת ָוחֹמֶּ  ּובֹוֵטל, ְלַעְצמֹו ָרָעה ּגֹוֵרם, ָהִאָשה ִעם ִשיָחה ַהַמְרבֶּה ָכל ֲחָכִמים ָאְמרּו ִמַכאן, ֲחֵברֹו ְבֵאׁשֶּ

 :ֵּגיִהנֹם יֹוֵרׁש ְוסֹופֹו, תֹוָרה ִמִדְבֵרי
 
5. Yossi the son of Yochanan of Jerusalem would say: Let your home be wide open, and let 
the poor be members of your household. And do not engage in excessive conversation with 
a woman. This is said even regarding one's own wife, how much more so regarding another 
person’s wife. From this the sages said: One who excessively converses with a woman 
causes evil to himself, neglects the study of Torah and in the end inherits geihenom. 
 

 
 

Yossi ben Yochanan now expounds on another of the teachings of Shimmon HaTzaddik 
which is the idea of gemilut chassadim – acts of loving-kindness. 
 
LET YOUR HOME BE WIDE OPEN – Avos d’Rebbi Nassan explains that our forefather Abraham was 
the paradigm for gemilut chassadim – acts of loving-kindness. His tent was open on all four 
sides to welcome visitors. Similarly, our homes should be places where others can come 
and feel comfortable. Rabbi Yisrael Lipschitz (d. 1860) explains that while the word ָלְרָוָחה, 
lorvochoh literally means wide open, it can also be read ִלְרָוָחה, lirvochoh meaning welfare or 
relief. One’s home should be a place where others can come for counsel and help, 
whatever the need (Tiferes Yisrael). 
 
AND LET THE POOR BE MEMBERS OF YOUR HOUSEHOLD – Rabbi Yonah ben Abraham Gerondi (known 
as Rabbeinu Yonah d. 1264) explained that when inviting poor people into one’s home, one 
should make them feel as comfortable as possible. It is imperative that one minimises their 
embarrassment at being dependent on someone else. This also goes for guests and visitors 
who may not be poor but who do not have anywhere else to stay. 
 
AND DO NOT ENGAGE IN EXCESSIVE CONVERSATION WITH A WOMAN – The important word in this 
statement is ַתְרבֶּה – excessively. Conversation that has a purpose and important objective is 
clearly permitted. This not only includes conversation for business or domestic affairs but 
any conversation which has an important function. 
 
Similarly, the Shulchan Aruch encourages small talk with one’s wife as it builds the 
relationship between spouses (Orach Chaim 240:9-10). Rabbi Shimshon Rafael Hirsch (d. 
1888) adds a positive spin explaining that idle chatter with one’s wife is forbidden because 
one should be using the opportunity to discuss serious matters. Failure to heed to this will 
cause a person to neglect Torah study which in turn leads to sin and ultimately geihennom. 


