A Taste of Text: Source based learning for Shabbat

This weekly sheet is brought to you by Rabbi Dr. Moshe Freedman of the New
West End United Synagogue in conjunction with Shapell's/Darché Noam

PARSHAT EIKEV

DVAR TORAH: CARVE OUT YOUR OWN TABLETS

The Grodno Rosh Yeshivah, Harav Shimon Shkop, 1939-1860) ,>"s1) in the introduction to his classic
Shaarei Yosher, was bothered by an obvious question: ‘Why did Moshe break the Luchot right away when
he saw Israel sinning at the Golden Calf? Why didn’t he just put them aside, wait until the People of Israel
repent from their sin, and then give them the Luchot?

He answers based on a striking comment of the Tanna Rabbi Eliezer on the expression "mm>a v mn",
that Hashem engraved the Torah on the Luchot (Shemot 32:16): “Had the Luchot not been broken, Israel
would never have forgotten the Torah” (Eruvin 54a). In other words, a Jew would have been able to learn
Torah once and never forget it. Words of Torah would always be permanently etched on a Jew’s heart.

Moshe knew this, but also knew the source of this wondrous quality — that Hashem Himself carved out the
Luchot and their presence granted Israel an unconditional ability to attain and hold on to Torah. But when
Moshe was face-to-face with the sin of the Golden Calf he realized what a horrifying phenomenon this
could create. If Torah would never be forgotten, a person could learn the Torah once, retain it and be
fluent in it, yet be disgustingly immoral and live as a ‘talmid chacham’ acting totally against the Torah.
Moshe understood that this was intolerable and the Luchot had to be broken.

Hashem not only agreed with Moshe’s assessment but specifically approved of his breaking of the Luchot
(telling him "nmaww 2 "w*" — Reish Lakish, Shabbat 87a). He also addressed Moshe’s problem. Along with
the second Luchot Hashem created a new process of attaining Torah, modeled by Moshe. In the new way
of gaining Torah the phenomenon Moshe worried about, a Jew simultaneously being both a true talmid
chacham and a true evildoer, would not get off the ground. How would this work?

The first Luchot were carved out by Hashem, making forgetting Torah impossible. But Moshe carved out
the second Luchot himself and only then did Hashem write on them. This serves as a model for how a Jew
can attain Torah. First he must improve himself, prepare himself for the Torah, and only then will the Torah
be able to be engraved on his heart. Every Jew must carve out his own personal Luchot before Hashem
writes the words of Torah on his heart.

How do we carve out our own Luchot? We look to Pirkei Avot (6:6) for the 48-item list of ways to acquire
Torah. To allow the words of Torah to be engraved on our hearts we must work on humility, patience, and
moderation. We must combine seriousness with joy, love with awe, and peacefulness with truthfulness.
We must connect to Rebbeim, friends, and talmidim. We must be dedicated to hard work and be willing to
help and encourage others. We must be intellectually honest, people of integrity, and willing to take
constructive criticism. Our connectedness with Torah will increase relative to our preparedness for Torah.
The Divine word will be then be etched on our hearts. This new process was enabled by Moshe breaking
the Luchot.




SOURCE GUIDE: CLINGING TO G-D

Five times in the book of Devarim the Torah speaks of clinging to G-d; two out of the five appear in our
parshah. This source guide focuses on a passage in the Midrash (Sifrei) on our parshah. We'll ask: 1. What
exactly does clinging to G-d mean? 2. How does a person do it? 3. How is it possible to cling to G-d if He is,

as the verse (Devarim 4:24) says, “consuming fire”?

A. 5 Verses

Here are the five verses in Devarim (the expression 'n2 mpas, clinging to G-d, does not appear earlier in the

Chumash, even though the root p27 does):

1. Devarim 4:4 — Vaetchanan
And you, who cling to Hashem your G-d are all alive today.

Devarim 10:20 - Eikev
Hashem your G-d you should fear; Him you should serve; to Him
you should cling; and in His Name you should swear.

Devarim 11:22 - Eikev
For if you keep this command that | command you to do, to love
Hashem your G-d, to walk in His ways and to cling to Him.

Devarim 13:5 — Re’ei

After Hashem your G-d you should go; it is He that you should fear;
His commandments you should keep; in His voice you should heed;
He you should serve; and to Him you should cling.

Devarim 30:20 — Nitzavim

To love Hashem your G-d, to listen to His voice and to cling to Him,
for He is your life and the length of your days, to dwell on the land
that Hashem swore to your forefathers, to give to Avraham, to
Yitzchak, and to Yaakov.
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*This translation, “for He is your life ...” follows Ibn Ezra and Chizkuni; but see the Sforno, Or Hachaim, and
Haamek Davar, who would translate it “for this is your life ...” (one of the Targumim on this verse supports

this reading).

B. The Sifrei
The Sifrei raises the difficulty — how is it possible to cling to G-d?

2. Sifrei Eikev 13

To cling to Him —How is it possible for a person to rise up on high and
to cling to Him? Doesn’t the verse already say, “For Hashem your G-d
is consuming fire” (Devarim 4:24), and it also says, “His throne (on His
chariot) is sparks of fire, and its wheels are blazing fire” (Daniel 7:9)?
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e Compare this midrash with Rashi’s comment. He seems to be quoting this passage, but abridges the
guestion to “It is possible to say this? Isn’t He consuming fire?” What did the Midrash have in mind when it
says, “How is it possible for a person to rise up on high and to cling to Him?”

¢ What does the quote from Daniel add?

The Sifrei’s answer:

3. Sifrei Eikev 13

Rather, cling to the wise and their disciples and | will consider it as if you rose
up on high and took it —not only that you went up and took it peacefully, but
even as if you waged war and took it. Thus it says, “You went up on high,
took a captive, and took gifts to be among men” (Tehillim 68:19).
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Once again Rashi presents an abridged version of the answer. Rashi’'s comment answers the difficulty on
the verse and just says “Rather, cling to the wise and their disciples and | will consider it as if you clung to
Him.” But the Midrash elaborates. What is the meaning of all the extra material here? What is “it” that the
midrash refers to in the expression “went up on high and took it”? And why is one who clings to the wise
considered as if he took “it” through war?

One possible direction:

“It” is the Torah. There was angelic opposition to Moshe taking the holy Heavenly Torah down to lowly
Earth. The Gemara (Shabbat 89a) and several midrashim (Shemot Rabbah 28:1, Tanchuma Vayikra 4:4 and
Ki Tissa 17) explain the verse in Tehillim 68 as referring to Moshe capturing the Torah from Heaven:

4. Midrash Tanchuma Ki Tissa 17 19 P95 NRN 9D RPN waTh
“He gave it (the Tablets) to Moshe when He finished ...” (Shemot — (:X% M) "N225 Awn X 107"
31:18). This is what the verse means when it says, “You went up on D°%7n) 2w naw o1n? Ny A
high, took a captive ...” (Tehillim 68:19). Normally, a person would AW OTX DWW 37113 (VN0

212° KW 27321 2711 703 112N

DR N°aw 7nXY 7202w 0 Mavh
nnpY 2w nvaw" "in °a% INaw aMng
".07R2 NINn

steal (capture) from another silver, gold, or clothing. Is it possible to
steal that which is within what is in another’s heart? Yet you
(Moshe) took as a captive the Torah that was in My heart. This is:
“You took a captive, and took gifts to be among men” (Tehillim
68:19).

How can we cling to G-d? Through the Torah —that was “within the Divine heart” and that Moshe captured
and brought down to earth from Heaven — it is possible to cling to G-d. How this works is described in the
Tanya (Chapter 5) and Nefesh Hachayim (4:10): the Divine Will is expressed through the Torah and through
learning Torah properly we unite with the Divine Will and thereby with Hashem Himself.

But one who clings to talmidei chachamim — the sages who have internalized the Torah and are connected
to Hashem through it —is considered as if he himself went up to Heaven like Moshe, opposed the angels’
opposition, and took the Torah captive. Clinging to G-d is thus open to all, not only those who are able to
be constantly focused and connected to G-dliness through their minds and spirits:
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their disciples — with their physical beings — and make your house a
congregating place for the wise. Through that you will merit the
Divine light and cling to It. For through the one who is prepared for
it, it becomes accessible even to the one who was not prepared.

C. Looking Further

e See the Ibn Ezra, the Ramban, and Sforno on our verse, for three approaches to the meaning of nip»a7,
clinging to G-d.

* See the remainder of our passage in the Sifrei that seems to explain clinging to G-d as ‘getting to know
Him’ (see the Netziv's commentary on the Sifrei): “Do you want to know the One Who spoke and the world
came into being? Learn Haggadah (Aggadta, the non-halachic portions of Torah), for through it you will get
to know the Holy One, blessed be He, and cling to His ways.” It ends with a blessing: “If you do what is
incumbent upon you, | will do what is incumbent upon Me (the following verse speaks of how Hashem will
enable Israel to live in the Land of Israel).”




WE NEED NOT BE AFRAID AT ALL BY RABBI YITZCHAK HIRSHFELD

Rebbi Nachman teaches, "7mon° X5w pvm 59501 ,78n TR X W3 5¥ 72v% X o7Raw v — “The whole
world is a very, very narrow bridge,” fraught with grave spiritual dangers. “The principle, the main thing is
that one should not fear” (Likutei Moharan 1l 48). As we shall see, even everyday activities such as eating,
even sublime spiritual activities such as learning Torah can be dangerous.

The Meshech Chochmah (Devarim 8:10) takes note of the fact that of the many berachot, blessings, which
a Jew must make — ideally no less than a hundred a day — only two are mandated Xn»7%77, by the Torah
itself. The blessing after eating a meal, taught in this week’s parshah, and the blessing before learning
Torah. Asks the Meshech Chochmah: Why is it that we pronounce the blessing over our physical activity,
eating, after we eat, whereas the blessing over our spiritual endeavor, learning Torah, is to be done before
we begin to learn?

And he explains: These blessings are given to us to help us avoid spiritual pitfalls associated with these
activities. In pesukim 12 through 14 of Chapter 8 we read, “Lest you eat and be satiated and your heart
becomes haughty and you forget Hashem.” Before we eat, we more naturally direct our thoughts to the
source of blessing and sustenance. However, the satisfaction of our hunger can lead us to lose sight of our
dependence on the Divine for our sustenance. We did it, and we see no reason why we can’t continue to
do it. Being thus cut off from our Creator is a slippery slope to spiritual demise. Therefore, we are taught,
bless G d after we eat.

On the other hand, Torah, when learned improperly, has its pitfalls as well. The rabbis taught that Torah,
the elixir of life, can possibly cause our souls to imbibe the poisons of pride and conceit. Proper learning,
w9, for the sake of wisdom and connection to G d, protects. Improper learning, for the purposes of
gaining material power and position, kills. Therefore, we are instructed to bless G d before we learn, to
internalize proper values, to make sure we do it right.

The whole world is indeed a very narrow bridge, but we have given examples of how G d, in His goodness,
gave us the tools to face these challenges with confidence. And then, we need not be afraid at all.
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