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West End United Synagogue in conjunction with Shapell's/Darché Noam

PARSHAT LECH LECHA
DVAR TORAH: BEING A FOLLOWER
The Torah almost begs us to compare Lot with both Noach and Avraham through some strong parallels.
The angels visit Avraham and they visit Lot; Noach witnesses the destruction of the world and Lot the
destruction of Sodom.
But Lot pales next to both Avraham and Noach. Whereas Noach the tzaddik separates from a corrupt world
and G-d saves him and his family from the flood, Lot is drawn to the lush area of the evil cities of Sodom
and Amorah and barely makes it out. Avraham Avinu swears not to touch the wealth of Sodom while Lot
wallows in it. Avraham inspires his entire family to participate in hosting the three guests, while Lot’s
family is conspicuously absent. Avraham’s life story reaches its heights with the Akeidah, while Lot’s last
appearance in the Chumash is an embarrassing scene with his own daughters.
But Lot has one redeeming quality: he follows Avraham. Avraham follows G-d’s command to leave his
home – " "לך לך מארצךand " – "וילך אתו לוטLot joins Avraham on his journey (Bereishit 12:4). Avraham walks
before G-d – "( "התהלך לפניBereishit 17:1) bringing G-dliness to a dark world; Noach walks with G d –" את
( "האלקים התהלך נחBereishit 6:9); but Lot is described only as " – "ההלך את אברםthe one who walks with
Avram (Bereishit 13:5). He is a pleasure seeker and a weak personality, but he tries, up to a point, to stick
with Avraham. He follows him to Canaan then down to Egypt and back, and even manages to partially
imitate Avraham’s hospitality.
It is this connection to Avraham that saves him – first from the clutches of the four kings, when Avraham
goes to war on his behalf, and then when the angels pull Lot out of the destruction of Sodom in Avraham’s
merit. But, all along, Lot remains Lot.
It takes generations and generations to refine this redeeming quality – being a follower of Avraham. It
happens with Lot’s descendant Ruth. She is the follower, and tells the righteous Naomi, “ – ”אל אשר תלכי אלך
“where you go so will I” (Ruth1:16). But she doesn’t stop there; she never lets go of Noami’s hand. She
continues, “Where you lodge so will I, your nation is mine, and your G-d is my G-d.”
Ruth picks up where Lot halted. She doesn’t just follow Naomi, she emulates her and Avraham as well –
developing as a woman of both chesed, devotion, and modesty.
Ruth the great follower becomes, ironically, the ancestor of David Hamelech and, ultimately, the Mashiach
– our greatest leaders.
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SOURCE GUIDE: HE GAVE HIM A TENTH OF EVERYTHING
Near the end of the episode of Avraham’s war against the four kings, the Torah tells us that Malki Tzedek
the king of Shalem greets Avraham with bread and wine. The Torah records the lofty exchange between
the two that closes with “He gave him a tenth of everything.” Those words – that raise a number of
difficulties dealt with by the commentators – are the opening line of a passage in the Midrash Rabbah on
our parshah. This source guide is built around that passage and the message that the author of the Yefeh
Toar, one of the key commentaries on the Midrash Rabbah, draws out of it.
A. Avraham and Malki Tzedek
We’ll focus on the last four words of the Torah’s account of the meeting between Avraham and Malki Tzedek:
1. Bereishit 14:18-20
(18) And Malki Tzedek the king of Shalem brought out bread and
wine, and he was a priest of the most-high G-d. (19) And he blessed
him and said, “Blessed is Avram to the most-high G-d, who
possesses the heavens and earth. (20) And blessed is the most-high
G-d who protected you by giving your enemies into your hands.”
And he gave him a tenth of everything.
B. Three Benefits of Tzedakah
2. Bereishit Rabbah 43:8
“And he gave him a tenth of everything” – Rabbi Yehudah son of
Simon said: From the power of that blessing three pillars (posts) of
the world ate, Avraham, Yitzchak, and Yaakov. With regards to
Avraham it is written “And Hashem blessed Avraham with
everything” (Bereishit 24:1), in the merit of “And he gave him a
tenth of everything.” With regards to Yitzchak it is written “And I
ate of everything” (Bereishit 27:33), in the merit of “And he gave
him a tenth of everything.” With regards to Yaakov it is written
“For G-d has had favor on me and I have everything” (Bereishit
33:11), in the merit of “And he gave him a tenth of everything.”

כ-יח:בראשית יד
(יח) ּומַ לְ כִּ י צֶ דֶ ק מֶ לְֶך שָׁ לֵם הֹוצִּ יא לֶחֶ ם
 (יט) ַויְבָׁ רֲ כֵהּו.ָׁויָׁיִּן וְ הּוא כֹ הֵ ן לְ קֵ ל עֶלְ יֹון
ַוי ֹאמַ ר בָׁ רּוְך אַ בְ ָׁרם לְ קֵ ל עֶלְ יֹון קֹ נֵה שָׁ מַ יִּ ם
 (כ) ּובָׁ רּוְך קֵ ל עֶלְ יֹון ֲאשֶ ר ִּמגֵן צָׁ ֶריָך.וָׁאָׁ ֶרץ
.בְ יָׁדֶ ָך וַיִּ תֶּ ן לֹו מַ עֲשֵׂ ר ִּמכֹּ ל

 ח:בראשית רבה מג
"ויתן לו מעשר מכל" – רבי יהודה בר
' מכח אותה ברכה אכלו ג:סימון אמר
 אברהם יצחק,יתידות גדולות בעולם
 באברהם כתיב "וה' ברך את.ויעקב
א) בזכות:אברהם בכל" (בראשית כד
" ביצחק כתיב."ויתן לו מעשר מכל
לג) בזכות:"ואוכל מכל" (בראשית כז
" ביעקב כתיב "כי."ויתן לו מעשר מכל
חנני אלקים וכי יש לי כל" (בראשית
".יא) בזכות "ויתן לו מעשר מכל:לג

Harav Shmuel Yafeh Ashkenazi, ( זצ"ל1520-1595, Constantinople), in his Yefeh Toar commentary on
Midrash Rabbah, suggests that that if we take a closer look at the three verses quoted in the midrash we
will learn about three benefits of tzedakah. [He assumes that the “blessing” in the Midrash refers to the
tithes Avraham gave. “Blessing” sometimes means a gift, as in Bereishit 33:11.]
Avraham – Long Life
3. Bereishit 24:1
And Avraham was aged, coming in days, and Hashem blessed him
with everything.

א:בראשית כד
וְ אַ בְ ָׁרהָׁ ם זָׁקֵ ן בָׁ א בַ י ִָּׁמים ַוה' בֵ ַרְך אֶ ת
.אַ בְ ָׁרהָׁ ם בַ כֹּ ל

Tzedakah not only brings long life, it can even save one from death. The Talmud tells us that astrologers
had told Rabbi Akiva that his daughter would be bitten by a snake and die on her wedding day.
On her wedding night she stuck her hairpin into a crack in the stone wall and on the following morning
pulled out a dead poisonous snake. She told her father about it, who asked her, “Did you do any special
mitzvah at your wedding?” Rabbi Akiva’s daughter answered that during the wedding she noticed a poor
person at the door that had escaped the attention of everyone else, and gave him her meal. He said to her,
“You did a mitzvah.”
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4. Shabbat 156b
Rabbi Akiva went out and taught publicly: “Tzedakah saves from
death” (Mishlei 10:2) – Not only does it save from an unnatural
death, but from death itself.

:שבת קנו
נפק רבי עקיבא ודרש "וצדקה תציל
" – ולא ממיתה משונה אלא ממיתה,ממות
.עצמה

Yitzchak – Prophecy
Tzedakah also brings people to high spiritual levels. Yitzchak’s  ִמ ֹּכלappears in the episode where he
prophetically blesses Yaakov:
5. Bereishit 27:33
Yitzchak trembling with an exceedingly great trembling, and he
said, “Who and where is the one who hunted game and gave to
me, and I ate of all of it before you came and I blessed him? He will
also be blessed.”

לג:בראשית כז
ַו ֶיח ֱַרד יִּ צְ חָׁ ק ח ֲָׁרדָׁ ה גְ דֹ לָׁה עַד ְמאֹ ד ַוי ֹאמֶ ר
ִּמי אֵ פֹוא הּוא הַ צָׁ ד צַ יִּד ַויָׁבֵ א לִּ י וָאֹּ כַל ִּמכֹּ ל
.בְ טֶ ֶרם תָׁ בֹוא ָׁואֲבָׁ רֲ כֵהּו גַם בָׁ רּוְך יִּהְ יֶה

The Midrash tells us (Midrash Tehillim 17): “Look at the power of tzedakah, for one who gives tzedakah
merits to see the face of the Shechinah, the Divine Presence, for it is written, "“ – "אני בצדק אחזה פניךI,
through righteousness (here explained as tzedakah) will see Your Face” (Tehillim 17:15).
Yaakov - Wealth
And, of course, tzedakah is rewarded with wealth. Yaakov’s  כלappears when in the episode where he
sends Eisav a gift from the great abundance G-d gave him:
6. Bereishit 33:11
Take, please, my blessing that was brought to you, for G-d has
shown favor to me and I have everything. And he prevailed upon
him and he took it.

יא:בראשית לג
קַ ח נָׁא אֶ ת בִּ ְרכ ִָּׁתי ֲאשֶ ר הֻבָׁ את לְָׁך כִּ י חַ ַננִּי
.:אֱ ֹלהִּ ים וְ כִּ י יֶש לִּ י כֹּ ל ַויִּפְ צַ ר בֹו ַויִּקָׁ ח

The Gemara (Shabbat 119a), building on the double expression "“ – "עשר תעשרYou should surely tithe”
(Devarim 14:22), states, "“ – "עשר בשביל שתתעשרTake off tithes and it will result in you becoming rich.”
Hashem’s tells this to Israel directly through His prophet: “’Bring all the tithes to the storehouse … and test
me on this,’ says Hashem the G-d of Hosts, ‘[and see] if I don’t open up the windows of Heaven and
shower upon you a boundless blessing” (Malachi 3:10).

LEAVING OR GOING? BY RABBI AVRAHAM FISCHER
I recently read a wonderful book, “Turbulent Souls,” a memoir of spiritual journeys, by Stephen J. Dubner. Mainly, it
tells how the author, the youngest of eight children in a Catholic family, having discovered that both of his parents
had been born Jewish, sets out to create an identity for himself. He begins in one place, spiritually, and ends up in
quite another.
Avraham Avinu’s spiritual transformation is the main topic of the Torah readings during the month of Cheshvan. This
is a transformation that occurs in ten stages: “With ten trials was Avraham tested” (Avot 5:4). According to the
Rambam’s calculation (there are others), the first of these trials was to leave his birthplace and the last was the
Akeidah, the binding and near-sacrifice of Yitzchak. These ten trials trace Avraham’s spiritual development, enabling
him to become the founder of the Jewish People, the first of the Avot, and a role model for the entire Jewish People.
The first and the last trials can be said to “frame” this process. They show us the starting-point and the goal of
Avraham’s journey. Rav Levi in the midrash (Bereishit Rabbah 39:11, 55:8) notes that both of these “framing” trials
are associated with the same command- statement: Lech lecha, “go forth”: “Go forth from your land and from your
birthplace and from your father’s home to the land that I will show you” (Bereishit 12:1); and “Take, please, your
son, your only one, whom you love, Yitzchak and go forth to the land of Moriah and bring him up there as a whollyburnt offering on one of the mountains that I will tell you” (Ibid. 22:2).
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Furthermore, Rav Levi states: “We do not know which is the more beloved, the first or the second. But, from that
which is written ‘to the land of Moriah,’ the second is more beloved than the first.” Clearly, the similarity of the
commands suggests that these two trials — in addition to merely “framing” Avraham’s spiritual journey — contain a
certain similarity; yet the Akeidah is the greater of the two. But, why do we need to know which is greater? And, why
do we know which is greater only after the Akeidah?
Harav Aharon Lewin, הי"ד, who was murdered during the Holocaust, writes in HaDrash Vehaiyun that the first test
was intended for Avraham’s own improvement, while the Akeidah demonstrated that Avraham was able to pass his
love and devotion to Hashem on to the next generation, to Yitzchak. It was the lech lecha of the Akeidah that
completed the spiritual development initiated by the lech lecha of leaving the corrupt environment of Avraham’s
origins.
I would like to add an observation based (not surprisingly, if you know me) on grammar. The first trial is introduced
with lech lecha mei . . . , “go forth from.” Avraham is commanded to sever his ties with his past, his homeland and
his family. Although he is given a direction, it is at this stage very vague: “to the land that I will show you.” This is
essentially a lech lecha mei, a departure motivated more by the impetus to leave than the inducement to arrive.
The Akeidah, on the other hand, is a command of lech lecha el . . ., “go forth to.” Here Avraham is told to move
towards a higher objective, that of demonstrating his utter loyalty to Hashem. Although the precise destination is
not disclosed — “to one of the mountains” — still, this is, first and foremost, a journey towards his goal.
Perhaps this is the basis of the explanation of HaDrash V’Haiyun. When embarking on his first mission, leaving his
homeland, Avraham’s actions had the greatest impact on himself because he was leaving, lech lecha mei. But, since
the Akeidah was a lech lecha el, a going towards, he was focused on the effect his actions would have on the next
generation, teaching Yitzchak how one must be devoted to Hashem.
In our journey of deepening our commitment to Torah, each of us begins, as Avraham did, with a lech lecha mei, a
leaving behind, and progresses to a lech lecha el, a moving towards. Lech lecha mei can happen once, and then it is
over, but lech lecha el is a life-long mission. Of course, we must be cognizant of what values we are putting behind us.
But, even so, a life of Torah is not solely a life of rejection. That would be too easy; it would amount to nothing more
than the indiscriminate rebelliousness of adolescence. To be complete, a life of Torah must be a life of aspirations, ever
aiming for greater achievements in Torah learning, in midot development, and in mitzvah observance.
Avraham’s journey began with a lech lecha mei, and reached its peak with a lech lecha el. We, too, should
remember, not only where we began, but where we are headed.

We mourn Sgt. Omri Levy, הי"ד, and Avraham Asher Hasno, הי"ד, murdered in terror attacks this week.
This week’s Daf Kesher is dedicated to their memory, and with prayers for a
refuah shleimah, a complete healing for all those wounded in the attacks.
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